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At the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly in Dallas, a 
theme of building bridges permeated the talks. Behind the clear Plexi-
glas podium, an image of a bridge was projected on the large, blue 
backdrop. The image was not all that different than the one I saw out-
side my hotel window. The bridge I saw got a bit smaller every day I 
was there as the rainwaters slowly crept up the steel frames stretching 
further towards the sky. 

Our church was spotlighted as part of this bridge theme. There was 
a short video highlighting the work of four congregations in the Fel-
lowship. Our shower ministry was shown as a way to bridge the gap 
between the homeless and the congregations who surround them. Pic-
tures of our showers, our washers, and our volunteers graced the two 
large screens in the ballroom. It was a nice moment to see our church’s 
name listed as a notable contributor to faith’s work. 

Another bridge that was mentioned was the ongoing work to help 
fund and support our field personnel around the globe. An effort has 
gotten underway to help better fund the people who have accepted 
God’s calling to full-time service. These folks can be on foreign soil, 

Building Bridges
here in the states, serving as chaplains on aircraft carriers, or starting 
churches in once abandoned buildings. In the weeks to come, you’ll 
hear me mention how we, as a church, can help further their work and 
bless our own. 

By the time this gets into your hands, we will be just days away from 
our second trip to South Africa as a part of the South Africa Ministry 
Network. We recently received a list of supplies desired by the baby 
houses in Johannesburg. There are four of these houses around the city. 
They take in babies who have been abandoned by their mothers and 
left in the care of these homes. As you see from the list provided, most 
of the items needed are for care of young infants. If you can help by 
donating some supplies, please leave them in the tub outside the church 
office. If you’d like to give money so the items can be purchased, you 
may contact the office about that. 

Building Bridges was more than a theme; it is a way of life. Actually, it 
is the way of faith. For us to follow His example, we must work to bridge 
the gaps that divide and separate us. That chasm might be distance, 
time, or race. But as children of the Living God, we are called to cross 
those bridges and do so with His love. ~Thomas Quisenberry

Listed brands only, please! There is a collection box located outside 
the church office on Sundays (and inside the office during the week). All 
items will be taken by our Mission Team to South Africa.

*Infant and Children’s Advil Syrup (both)
*A+D Ointment 
*Neosporin Ointment
* Enfamil Poly-Vi-Sol w/Iron Multivitamin Supplement Drops
*Aquaphor Baby Healing Ointment
*Rectal Thermometer (no brand specified)
*Sleep sacks (sizes 6 mos to 24mos)
*Nuby Sippy Cups (w/silicone spouts, NOT straws)
*Pacifiers (Nuk, Avent Soothie, or Mam)
*New or gently used STURDY board books for toddlers

Special Requests for the
El Roi Baby Home, South Africa



Filling God’s Prescription
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
 with your God. ~Micah 6:8

What does the Lord require of me? This is a question that many 
struggle with, including myself. It was a question that weighed heav-
ily on my heart when I was making the all-so-important decision 
about what career path to take. As I wrestled with where to go to 
school and what to study, I realized that I wasn’t being called to a 
specific career; I was being called to a lifetime of service and min-
istry. Thus, my calling may be carried out through a career in phar-
macy.  As a future pharmacist my job will be to care for the physical 
and mental health needs of my community. My role as a pharmacist 
will be only a small piece of the larger puzzle of creating health and 
well-being for the community. But my calling does not limit me to a 
lifetime of ministry solely through my role as a pharmacist. This role 
is a huge part of my service and ministry, but it is not the only way 
that I can serve God. I have had the pleasure of joining this church 
staff as the Summer Youth Intern for two summers. This position 
has enabled me to follow my calling in new and exciting ways. I have 
been able to serve through involvement in worship, Bible study, Sun-
day School, and youth camp. All of these areas have helped me fill 
God’s prescription for my life. Though I am still in the early stages 
of my journey, my experiences here at FBC have helped to shape 
and mold me into a better vessel through which God’s prescription 
for my life can be filled; and for this, I am grateful!  How are you 
filling God’s prescription for your life?  ~Ashlee Baucom

English as a Second
Language Ministry

As a downtown church, First Bap-
tist continually engages in outreach 
to our community. One very effec-
tive way is through our English as 
a Second Language (ESL) program. 
For twenty-nine years we have of-
fered free conversational English 

classes to men and women from countries around the world. Some are 
illiterate even in their native tongues, some are highly educated in their 
special fields. They come to the US for many different reasons, from 
business assignments to visiting relatives, but most often because of 
persecution or war. We offer classes, from beginning to advanced, each 
Thursday morning from 9:30-11:30AM all year long, and each Saturday 
evening from 4:00-6:00PM each week throughout the school year.

Will you help us?
•  We particularly need a director for the Saturday sessions, begin-

ning September 12. The primary requirements are dependability, 
friendliness and a willingness to keep minimal records. No special 
training is needed.

•  We need people to provide and serve light refreshments once a 
month to either the Thursday morning or the Saturday evening ses-
sions.

•  We can always use additional teachers for both sessions. These help 
keep our classes small and optimize learning opportunities. If you have 
not yet taken the ESL training, it will be offered August 15 and 22 
through the Hamilton County Baptist Association.

Please call Katharine Bruner (423.266.0676) or Alice Turner 
(423.877.8702) for more information.

The FBC Habitat team prepared the house at 
3361 Hughes Avenue in Alton Park for its June 20th 
formal dedication service. This week’s volunteers 
included the regulars - Annette, Ben, Helen, Willard, 
Doug and Jim, in addition to welcoming Ben and 
Imogene Stone back to the team. Our task involved 
thoroughly cleaning both the interior and exterior 
including windows, cabinets, bathrooms, caulking, 
touch-up painting, setting the mailbox and building a 
temporary handicapped access ramp for the dedica-
tion ceremony. Despite the hot weather, it was a full 
day of work and fellowship which pleased everyone 
with our accomplishments. This home is the 252nd 
built by Habitat in Chattanooga. If you haven’t been 
in Alton Park for the past several years, you would 
be impressed by how this area has evolved into a 
vital community of mixed income housing of which 
Chattanooga can be proud.

Did you know the value of each hour a volunteer 
works on a Habitat project is estimated at $22? 
Friday our team contributed about $1,000 labor 
towards reducing the cost of a qualified family’s 
new home. Our next scheduled workday is Friday, 
July 17, and there is opportunity for all skill levels 
to join us. ~Jim McAfee

Habitat for Humanity Workday, June 19



Wednesday,  July  1
Lookouts  Baseball  Game  (church-‐wide) 6:45PM
Thursday,  July  2
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  July  3
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Saturday,  July  4
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Families  Picnic  Together  at  Dogwood 12:00PM
Sunday,  July  5
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Monday,  July  6
Kids  Camp  Load-‐Up   8:45AM
Youth  Camp  Load-‐Up 2:15PM
Kids  Day  Campers  Return 4:30PM
Tuesday,  July  7
Kids  Day  &  Overnight  Camps
Youth  Camp  
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  July  8
Kids  Day  &  Overnight  Camps
Youth  Camp  
Summer  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study   6:30PM
Thursday,  July  9
Kids  Day  &  Overnight  Camps
Youth  Camp  
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  July  10
Kids  Day  &  Overnight  Camps
Youth  Camp  
Saturday,  July  11
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
Sunday,  July  12
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Dogwood  CommiXee 12:15PM
Monday,  July  13
South  Africa  Mission  Trip
Tuesday,  July  14
South  Africa  Mission  Trip
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  July  15
South  Africa  Mission  Trip
Summer  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study   6:30PM
House  &  Grounds  Cmte 7:30PM

On the Calendar
July 2015

Dogwood Workday, June 13
(next Workday, July 11)

On Wednesday, July 8, at 6:30PM, we’ll meet 
in the Parlor and bring ice cream to share. 
We’ll move to Bible Study and age-related ac-
tivities around 6:45PM. If you’d like to bring a 
sack supper prior to Summer Fellowship, ta-
bles will be available in the Parlor beginning 
at 6:00PM.

Summer
Wednesdays at

First Baptist

Families Picnic
Together 

You are invited to pack a picnic 
basket and share lunch with Family 
Campers already at Dogwood on Satur-
day, July 4, at 12:00Noon. We are not 
having our usual Sunday picnic so that 
preparations for Kids and Youth Camps 
can begin at noon on July 5.

FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS: Call Judy Sullivan at 423.648.2540
or email judy@fbcchattanooga.org

Get away from it all and enjoy
the serenity of our church camp.
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/14/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/21/2015  
219   Worship         196   Worship  
   13   Worship  Care             12   Worship  Care  
232   WORSHIP  TOTAL          25     Youth  Choir  Ministry  Tour  
238   Sunday  School        233   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
                  220   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/14/15   $  10,736.00  
Other  receipts  on  6/14/15   1,672.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/14/15   $  12,408.00  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/21/15   $  14,486.90  
Other  receipts  on  6/21/15   637.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/21/15   $  15,123.90  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

June  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $721,944.32  
June  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $780,284.33  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    58,340.01)  
   As  of  6/24/15  
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